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U.S. Loses
Bid to Cust
Nazi Suspect
I aiperieks

By DAVID FREED,
Times Staff Writer

SAN DIEGO—A federa! appeals
court on Wednesday rejected long-
{ime_U.S. attemple 1o deport ac-
cused war criminal and former Cla
emvlovee Edgars Laipenieks of La

Jollz, 2 Lawvian who agmitted beat-
ing communists while working for
Nazi occupalion iorces Quring
World War IL.

The U.S. 9th Circuit Court of .

Appeals ruled 2 to 1 thal T.S.
Justice Department officials failed
to prove allegations that Laipen-
ieks, 71, persecuted Jews and polit-
ical prisoners held &t the infamous
Riga Central Prisonin Latvia.
According to the court, evidence
chowed that Laipenieks persecuted
only communists while working as
an investigator for the Latvian

.Political Police, a Nazi puppet

organization.

“Tney said ] was resoonsibie for
killing 60.000 Jews.” Laipenieks
10:¢ Thne Times in_an interview
Weanesday. “My Goc. 1 never had
Znvihing 1o o with the Jews. 1 was
in the Laivian Politice. Police. like
{he T o, or CIE, tracing Ruscian
ana communisi killers. That was
my onivjon.” ‘

Tie saia ne is emploved today asa
security guard, livingina trailer on
a construction site in La Jolia.

Deportation Hearing

The Jusiice Department's Office
of Special Investigations in June,
1081, sued 10 have Laipenieks ex-
pellec from the couniry, claiming
that he had concealed his role as
head jailer at tne Riga prison
¢uring World War IL Witnesses
who testified in 1932 at 2 deporte-
ion hearing in San Diego said
Lzipenieks was responsibie for or-
gering the execulion there of at
jeast 200 prisoners irom 1841 0
1643.- .
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Former prisoners and peopie still
living in Riga, Latvia, which is now
part of the Soviet Union, were
among those who testified in per-
son and via tape recordings during
the hearing.

Laipenieks admitiec during the
hearing that he “roughed ur” a few
communisi prisoners after being
recruited by the Nazis. but denied
serious!y hurting or killing anyone.

Before the war, Laipenieks had
peen @ schoolteacher and a star
athlete. competing in the 5,000-

“meter run at the 1936 Olympics in

Berlin. He said he joined the invad-
ing Nazis after Russian troops
murdered his parents and {a-
sher-in-law.

After the war, he iraveled tc
Chile, where he coachec that coun-
try’s Olympic track team. in 1960
he obiained a U.S. visa znd became
2 physical education professor and
coach at the University of Denver.

1t was dumng that time thal
Laipenieks saic he was first corn-
tacted by the ClA, which was
seeking information about commu-
niste in Latvia.

1n 1968, he came came to Califer-

nia to coach track ai La Jolla

Country Day School and 2pplied for
U.S. citizenship in 1873. His appli-
cation, he  was told, was rejecied
because his name was on a list of 37
alieged war criminais living in the
United States. L

A federal law provides for depor-
1ation of aliens who Look part inthe
persecution of any person because
of race, religion, national origin or
poiitical opinion in collaboration
with a government in Germarn-oc-
cupiec territory between 1933 and
1944.

According the Court of Appeals’
majority opinion written by Judge
Thomas Tang, the government
failed 1o prove tha: Laipenieks had
persecuied people solely because of
their political opinions.

“\hile we certainly do not con-
done tne treatment thal prisoners
appearently received at the (Riga)
prison, we do not fin¢ Laipenieks’
acmiesion (that he occasionally
ciruck prisoners) suificient 10 SUp-

- port deportability,” Tang wrote.

Tang, joined by Judge Robert
Beezer, reiected writien staie-

menis from nine Soviet witnesses, |
saving that their depositions

agoinst Laipenieks may have been

written in the Soviet Union under -

“iatimidaling”’ circumsiances.

But dissenting Judge Robert
Boochever said the court should
have deferred 1o earlier findings of
the Board of lmmigration Appeals,
which ruled that the Soviets had
been imprisoned solely on the basis
of their beliefs. )
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